
V i e t na m  E d u ca t i o n  P r o g r a m
E x c e r p ts f r o m  t he A p p l e t o n  C h a p te r 35 1  N e w s l e t t e r

T h e  V i e t na m  D i s p l a y  C o m m i t t ee p u t  u p  t he V i e t na m  D i s p l a y  at t he M a n i t o w o c  L i n c o l n  
H i g h  S c h o o l  o n  A p r i l  8 t h w i t h  m e m be rs o f  V V A  C ha p t e r 73 1  an d st u de n ts f r o m  L i n c o l n  
H i g h  S c h o o l. T h e  V i e t na m  P resen ta t i o n  C o m m i t t ee an d m e m be rs f r o m  V V A  C ha p t e r 73 1  
d i d  f o u r  c lass r o o m  p resen ta t i o ns. W e  he l pe d  w i t h  t he d i s p l a y  an d  p rese n ta t i o n  i n  t he 
au d i t o r i u m, an d o t he r  m e m be rs o f  C h a p te r 73 1  w e r e i n  t h r ee o t he r c l ass r o o m s. T h e  
st u de n ts r o ta te d t h r o u g h  a l l. W i t h  t h r ee V e te ra ns i n  eac h c l ass r o o m, t he st u de n ts g o t  t o  
hea r f r o m  a l o t  o f  V e t e ra ns. T h e  p r o g r a m  w as g rea t.

W e  w e n t  t o  l u n c h  p u t  o n  b y  L i n c o l n  H i g h  S c h o o l  st u de n ts; t he y  d o  a g rea t  j o b  o f  f ee d i n g  
us  eac h  y ear. A f t e r  l u n c h, w e  rese t  t he  d i s p l a y  f o r  a V i e t na m  V e te ra ns  p r o g r a m. T h i s  i s  a 
g rea t p r o g r a m  t he y  p u t  o n  eac h y ear.

T h e y  ha v e  t he  au d i t o r i u m  f u l l  o f  st u de n ts.  W i t h  a l l  t he  l i g h ts  o u t,  t he y  p l a y  c o m ba t  
so u n ds  w i t h  c o l o r  l i g h t  f l as h i n g  o n  o u r  d i s p l a y. I t  i s  se t  u p  i n  c o m ba t  p os i t i o ns, w i t h  a 
f o g ge r, w h i c h  l as ts ab o u t  a m i n u t e. T h e y  ha v e o n l y  o ne spo t l i g h t  o n  an d  p l a y  a d r u m  r o l l  
as t he y  b r i n g  i n  t he  A m e r i c a n  F l a g. T h e  A r m e d  F o r c es M e d l e y  i s  p l a y e d  as t he y  b r i n g  i n  
eac h  b ra n c h  o f  t he Se r v i c e  f l a gs. T h e n  t he st r i n gs/or c hes t ra  p l a y s  “ A m a z i n g  G r a ce” v e r y  
so f t l y  as  t he y  b r i n g  i n  t he  P O W/ M I A  F l a g  an d  p l a ce  i t  n e x t  t o  t he  A m e r i c a n  F l a g.  T h e  
sc h o o l  ba n d  t he n  p l a ys  t he  N a t i o n a l  A n t h e m.  T h e  l i g h ts  c o m e  u p  an d  t he y  d o  t he  
P O W/ M I A  ta b l e  se t t i n g  w i t h  t he  st r i n gs/or c hes t ra  p l a y i n g  “ A s h o k a n  Fa re w e l l ”  v e r y  
so f t l y. T h e n  f o u r  ac t i v e  d u t y  se r v i c e  m e n  d o  t he f l a g  f o l d i n g  ce re m o n y  as so me o ne  reads  
o f f  t he m ea n i n g  o f  eac h f o l d. T h e  sc h o o l  c h o r us s i n gs “ G o d  B l ess A m e r i c a” as t he y  p l a ce  
t he f l a g  o n  an ease l. T h e  c h o r us be g i ns “ A m a z i n g  G r a ce” so f t l y  as t he 35 na m es a re rea d  
o f  t he  V i e t na m  W a r  V e te ra ns  k i l l e d  f r o m  M a n i t o w o c  C o u n t y.  A  be l l  i s  r u n g  f o r  eac h 
V i e t na m  W a r  V e t e ra n  k i l l e d.  A  st u de n t  w i t h  a  s ma l l  A m e r i c a n  F l a g  b r i n gs  i t  u p  t o  t he 
sta ge  an d  i t  s ta n ds  as  a  t o k e n  f o r  eac h  f a l l e n  V e te ra n.  I n  l o w  l i g h t,  a  V e te ra n  i n  f u l l  
c o m ba t  gea r  w a l k s  d o w n  t he  ce n te r  a is l e  an d  g oes  t o  t he  m i d d l e  o f  t he  stage  an d  m a k es  
t he c o m ba t  c r oss an d  ta ps i s p l a y e d. Sc h o o l  o f f i c i a l s m a k e c l os i n g  re ma r k s. 

T h i s  y ea r, t he sc h o o l  a wa r de d  V V A  C ha p t e r 73 1  f o r  1 4  Y ea rs an d  V V A  C ha p te r 35 1  f o r  
1 0  y ea rs, an ap p re c i a t i o n  p l a q ue m a de o f  b l a c k  p o l i s he d g ra n i t e l i k e  t he V i e t na m  V e te ra ns 
M e m o r i a l  g r a n i t e i n  W as h i n g t o n  D . C. f o r  t he V i e t na m  W a r  P r o g ra ms w e  ha ve he l pe d 
w i t h. W e  w e r e a ls o d o na te d a f l i g h t  su i t, C o l o n e l ’s ca p, ta n k e r  s i g h t, ta n k e rs ha n d  b o o k  
an d  he l i c o p te r  l a m i n a t i o n  pa ra c h u te an d 50 be l t e d r o u n ds f o r  a M 6 0.

W e  a re h o p i n g  t ha t t h is p r o g r a m  w i l l  g o  o n  ne x t  y ear. A s  o f  n o w, t he V i e t na m  W a r  w i l l  b e 
ta u g h t  i n  m i d d l e sc h o o l, an d teac he rs t he re a re n o t  i n te res te d i n  a p r o g r a m. T h i s  w as t he 
bes t V i e t na m  W a r  P r o g ra m  i n  t he S ta te t ha n k s t o  t he teac he rs an d  sc h o o l  o f f i c i a l s ca r i n g  
f o r  t he st u de n ts. M a n i t o w o c  sho u l d  be p r o u d  o f  t he i r  ed u ca t o rs f o r  t he i r  ca r i n g  f o r  t he 
ed u ca t i o n  o f  t he st u de n ts t he y  ge t. W e  t ha n k  t he m  f o r  t he i r  g r ea t w o r k  an d  m a k i n g  t h is 
p r o g r a m  w o r k  f o r  1 5  y ea rs.

T h i s  m a k es f o r  a l o n g  da y  f o r  a l l  t he V V A  35 1  m e m be rs t ha t ga ve u p  t he da y  an d  w o r k e d  
ha r d  t o  m a k e  t h is p r o g r a m  w o r k. T h e re w e r e a l o t  o f  g rea t c o m m e n ts o n  t he d i s p l a y. 
T h e re w as a l o t  o f  t ha n k s t o  o u r  C h a p t e r f o r  ha v i n g  t h is g rea t d i s p l a y. T h e re i s a k i n d  o f  



sh o c k  t o  pe o p l e t he f i r s t t i m e  t he y  see i t. T h e re i s a sense o f  rea l i t y  ab o u t  m i l i t a r y  
eq u i p m e n t  an d m i l i t a r y  se r v i c e t ha t b o o k s ca n n o t  b r i n g  f o r t h. B i g  T h a n k s g o  o u t  t o  
C h a p t e r m e m be rs t ha t m a de t h is da y  a suc cess, 
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